
WINE LAW

INFORMATION

NEW REGULATIONS: -

1 PROHIBITING OFF-CONSUMPTION SALE IN FOIL BAGS (PAPSAKKE)
2 SETTING STANDARDS FOR BAG-IN-A-BOX
3 SETTING STANDARDS FOR PLASTIC CONTAINERS
4 REQUIRING INDICATION OF FILLING DATE

The Minister of Agriculture has just (14 September 2007) published amendments to the Regulations
of the Liquor Products Act, 60 of 1989. The gist of these amendments are set out below.

The complete Regulations, as amended, can be downloaded in MS Word format from
www.sawis.co.za under "Wine of Origin / Information and Statistics". The Regulations you can
download, are not only annotated, but also fully cross referenced using bookmarks and hyperlinks,
to facilitate electronic navigation. For the Regulations in Afrikaans go to www.sawis.co.za under
"Wyn van Oorsprong / Inligting en Statistiek".

1 PROHIBITION OF OFF-CONSUMPTION SALE IN FOIL BAGS (PAPSAKKE)

The Regulations now require any liquor product destined for off-consumption by the public to only
be sold in a self-supporting container. A "self-supporting" container means a container, which
retains its original or assembled shape irrespective or whether it is filled or empty.

2 STANDARDS FOR BAG-IN-A-BOX

If a liquor product is filled in a non self-supporting container (like a foil bag), such container shall
not exceed 5 litres and shall -

 be prepackaged in a self-supporting, not-returnable, tamper-proof outer packaging, which
completely encloses that container (such as the box in a bag-in-a-box);

 be equipped with a sealed tap, which can be used in conjunction with the outer packaging;
 after filling, not exceed the prescribed maximum allowable oxygen permeability (see

Annexure).

Sales in foil bags, complying with the prescribed oxygen permeability limits, are still allowed for
purposes of on-consumption on retail premises, but only if installed in closed dispensers for such
on-consumption.

3 STANDARDS FOR PLASTIC CONTAINERS

A plastic container prepackage containing a liquor product shall -

 be equipped with a sealed, tamper-proof cap;
 be new plastic;
 have a capacity of not more than 5 litres;
 after filling, not exceed the prescribed maximum allowable oxygen permeability (see

Annexure).
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4 INDICATION OF FILLING DATE

The label of a container (except a glass container) of a liquor product shall now indicate the filling
date of that liquor product. This shall be indicated as "Filled on", followed by the date, in the format
dd/mm/yyyy, on which the container concerned was filled.

ANDRÉ MATTHEE
DIRECTOR: REGULATORY SERVICES
WINE AND SPIRIT BOARD

Tel: 022 423 8692
Fax: 021 807 6003
Email: matthee@wo.org.za

Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry
and does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained
herein, whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these
matters from their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or
completeness of any recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable
for any loss or damage that may arise as a result of the use of the information.

WINE LAW is a publication of THE WINE AND SPIRIT BOARD
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ANNEXURE

OXYGEN PERMEABILITY LIMITS

1 FOR CONTAINERS WHICH ARE NOT SELF-SUPPORTING (FOIL BAGS)

Such a container shall, after filling, have an oxygen permeability not exceeding the limit, expressed
as cubic centimetres of oxygen and measured in a 24 hour period at a temperature of 23 degrees
Celsius in an atmosphere with a relative humidity of 50 per cent, set out in column 2 of the Table
below for the container capacity specified in column 1 opposite thereto.

Capacity Limit
1 2

More than 1 litre 0.25
1 litre and less 0.125

2 FOR PLASTIC CONTAINERS

A plastic container shall, after filling, have an oxygen permeability not exceeding the limit,
expressed as cubic centimetres of oxygen and measured in a 24 hour period at a temperature of 23
degrees Celsius in an atmosphere with a relative humidity of 50 per cent, set out in column 2 of the
Table below for the container capacity specified in column 1 opposite thereto.

Capacity Limit
1 2

More than 1.5 litres 0.25
1.5 litres 0.19
1 litre and more, but less than 1.5 litres 0.125
750 millilitres and more, but less than 1 litre 0.09
500 millilitres and more, but less than 750 millilitres 0.06
Less than 500 millilitres 0.06


