
WINE LAW

INFORMATION
EU LABELLING GUIDE FOR CERTIFIED LIQUEUR WINE

(Including Cape Vintage, Cape Tawny or Cape Ruby)

Mandatory particulars on a 750 ml bottle of certified liqueur (fortified) wine exported to the
European Union must be shown as in the example below. These should be grouped in the same
visual field and be clearly distinguishable from one another and from all other written and graphic
content of the labelling. They must be presented in easily readable, indelible characters large
enough to stand out well against the background on which they are printed. The importer's
particulars, lot number and sulphites statement need not be in the same visual field as the other
compulsory particulars. Keep the lettering of each mandatory particular in the same type and size.

The indications "Cape Vintage", "Cape Ruby" and "Cape Tawny" (in the place of "port") are not
mandatory, but if certified for and used, must be indicated as shown below. They can not be used in
the place of "liqueur wine". Neither can "fortified wine" be used in the place of "liqueur wine". The
indications below usually appear on the back label. You may repeat any of these on the front label,
for example "Cape Vintage".

Please note that this information is provided as a simple guide and is not definitive.

ANDRÉ MATTHEE
DIRECTOR: REGULATORY SERVICES
WINE AND SPIRIT BOARD
Tel: 022 423 8692 Fax: 021 807 6003 Email: matthee@wo.org.za
Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry
and does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained
herein, whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these
matters from their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or
completeness of any recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable
for any loss or damage that may arise as a result of the use of the information.
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South African Liqueur Wine
Cape Vintage

Wine of Origin Paarl

17.5% vol 750 ml
Imported by: Name + head office
address + post code + EU country

L5152 A98 Contains sulphites

3 mm +
4 mm +

Not more than half the
character height of
“Paarl” and "Cape
Vintage", if applicable.

Lot number

Compulsory on wine labelled
from 25/11/2005. Must be in the
language(s) stipulated by the
destination market.

Need not be in the
same visual field as
the particulars above

Or Cape Ruby or
Cape Tawny, if
applicable

"A" code number or
name & address of
the responsible
South African seller


