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1 EU ISSUES RESOLVED

During the last meeting between officers of the EU Commission and the South African government,
the following issues were resolved:

1.1 Use of "reserve" - yes

The EU Commission has now indicated that EU member states should allow the use of this
term on South African certified wine, as long as the term is in English and is not misleading
to consumers.

However, please still exercise caution when wanting to use this term, especially in Germany
and Sweden. Always first consult with your importer/agent or the relevant authorities.
Remember that in the UK this expression is not allowed in conjunction with the name of a
variety, e.g. "Chardonnay Reserve".

If you feel that your use or intended use of "reserve" is unjustifiably barred, please feel free to
contact the administering officer of the Liquor Products Act, Ms. Wendy Jonker - tel.: 021
809 1602, email: WendyJ@nda.agric.za. She will take up the matter with the EU Commission
on your behalf.

1.2 Addition of gold leaves - no

The EU Commission has now finally ruled that the addition of gold flakes will not be allowed
for liquor products exported to the EU.

1.3 Tax on natural wine above 15 % vol. - yes

We have experienced that our natural (still) wine with an alcohol content above 15 % was
taxed in the higher tax category as a fortified wine or "intermediate" product in the EU.

The EU Commission has now confirmed that, under article 8(1) of Directive 92/83/EEC, such
wine must be taxed as still wine (lower tax category), provided the wine was made without
any enrichment and that the alcohol contained in the finished product is entirely of fermented
origin.

2 SA HEALTH MESSAGES ON EXPORT MARKETS

Many of you, obviously to curtail costs, have asked whether one can not change a health warning
prescribed for the South African market, to be the same as for an export market. For example: Use
the USA's prescribed health message for the SA market. The answer is "no" because the SA
warnings are specifically prescribed and you can not amend or replace them at will. The same

27 February 2008
3 of 2008
Subscribe
Unsubscribe
Contact



2

applies to the pregnant lady picture (prescribed for France) - you can not use this picture in the
place of a prescribed SA health message.

You have also asked whether you can use a health warning prescribed for the South African market
on an export label. We recommend as follows at this stage:

2.1 European Union countries

We have contacted the EU Commission in this regard, but are still awaiting a response. You
will be kept abreast of any developments in this regard. Whatever their answer, language
prescriptions (as for the sulphites statement) should be taken into consideration. For the UK,
however, we can report as follows:

The UK

The UK's Wine Standards Branch of the Food Standards Agency (formerly the Wine
Standards Board) has indicated that they will accept our health messages. They have indicated
a strong preference for "Drinking during pregnancy can be harmful to your unborn baby" or
(but almost as a last resort) "Alcohol abuse is dangerous to your health." .

2.2 USA

No, you have to use the health message as prescribed in the USA's legislation. One of our
messages can not be used in the place of the USA's prescribed message.

2.3 Other export destinations

We recommend that you consult with your importer/agent or the relevant authorities in this
regard. Again, language could be the determining factor.
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Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry
and does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained
herein, whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these
matters from their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or
completeness of any recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable
for any loss or damage that may arise as a result of the use of the information.
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