
WINE LAW

CERTIFICATION OF WINE IN PET BOTTLES

The Wine of Origin Scheme only allows for the certification of wine in glass containers of a specified
capacity, but the Wine and Spirit Board has the power to allow for other containers as well. As you are
aware the board gave permission for the certification of wine in bag-in-a-box some time ago.

The board has now decided to permit the certification of natural wine (not fortified wine) in
polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles of a capacity of not more than 750 millilitres.

These bottles must -

 be equipped with a sealed, tamper-proof cap;
 be new (refilling of used containers not allowed);
 after filling, have an oxygen permeability not exceeding 0.06, expressed as cubic centimetres of

oxygen and measured in a 24 hour period at a temperature of 23 degrees Celsius in an atmosphere
with a relative humidity of 50 per cent.

Each bottle shape and size desired to be used for certification, must be submitted to the board for
approval. In principle, the board will only approve a traditional wine bottle shape.

Also remember that, as is the case for all non-glass containers, the filling date must be indicated on the
bottle. This shall be indicated as "Filled on", followed by the date, in the format dd/mm/yyyy, on
which the container concerned was filled.

Certified wine in PET bottles intended for export must be exported within 90 days after the date of last
sensorial approval.
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Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry and
does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained herein,
whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these matters from
their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of any
recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable for any loss or damage
that may arise as a result of the use of the information.
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